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(The Brooks Book for Cyclists, 1912)

“It is not the name of Brooks 
which makes the Saddle good, 
but the Saddle and its excellence 
which makes the name supreme.

”



MADE IN THE 
SAME WAY 
FOR OVER  
130 YEARS

T he success story of JB Brooks & 
Co. spans almost 150 years. 

A few years ago we received 
a letter from Brian Yates, great 
grandson of the company namesake 
and founder, who shared with us the 
early history of the Brooks Saddle 
Company that had been handed 
down to him by his father, Henry 
Bertram Yates, the last member of his 
family to run the company, which he 
did from 1941 until 1958.

In 1865 John Boultbee Brooks 
set out from his place of birth, 
Hinckley in Leicestershire, with little 
more to his name than ambition 
and £20 in his pocket. He made his 
way to Birmingham, where just one 
year later he established a business 
under his own name, producing 

harness and sundry leather goods 
for horses. Twelve years later, after the 
unfortunate death of his own horse, 
JB Brooks borrowed a bicycle for his 
commute to work. He was excited by 
the possibilities of this ingenious new 
mode of transportation, but pained 
to be seated upon its hard wooden 
saddle, and vowed to do something 
about it.

By the Autumn of 1882 he had 
filed the first of many patents for a 
leather bicycle saddle. The company 
expanded rapidly after the success 
of these revolutionary designs, 
producing many other new products 
for cycling, including outerwear 
and robust luggage. And on the 
way, becoming a byword in quality 
handcrafted goods.

“After the unfortunate death of his horse, 
JB Brooks borrowed a bicycle...

”





B y the 1950s, Brooks had grown to 
become the world’s largest saddle 
manufacturer with a number 

of divisions producing saddles, 
cycle accessories, bags, luggage, and 
even office furniture. In 1962, the 
saddle division was acquired by 
Raleigh Cycles of Nottingham, the 
other divisions becoming separate 
businesses in their own right, and 
continuing to trade to the present day.

In spite of a number of changes in 
ownership and premises since the 
Brooks family sold their business, 
the company heritage remains very 
much alive. Traditional manufacturing 
techniques and leatherworking skills 
are passed from one generation to 
the next by our expert craftsmen, 
producing saddle and bag designs 
derived from our long product 
history. At our factory in Smethwick, 

only a few miles removed from JB Brooks’ original 
premises, our skilled workforce continues to use 
the same traditional machinery, some of which 
itself dates as far back as the 1940s and 1950s. In 
deference to our illustrious history, and inspired 
by our long line of innovative and finely crafted 
products, we have revived the original company 
slogan ‘Saddles, Bags, Etc.’ and proudly present on 
these pages our current range of superb saddles, 
brilliant cycle bags and much more besides.

ABOVE  
The metal department 
and assembly room in our 
Smethwick Works



THE BROOKS
RANGE OF SADDLES
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SELECTION & ADJUSTMENT

S ince the 1920s we’ve been 
saying that “the wise man who 
is taking up cycling in any form, 

or changing his style of riding due 
either to age or inclination, must 
exercise great care in the selection of 
his saddle.”

At Brooks we recognise that to 
choose a saddle which is suited to 
both the rider and his machine, and 
also the class of road / terrain he 
intends to ride upon is a matter well 
worthy of more consideration than is 
normally devoted to this question.

To ease the selection process, we 
decided to present our models in a new 
way. Besides the main classification 
per type of use, we divided our range of 
saddles into six lines, which we present 
in the following pages. Reading and 
understanding our lines will definitely 
help to fulfil the requirements of our 
exacting customers.

The rider’s comfort will depend to 
a much greater extent than is generally 
supposed, upon the correct adjustment 
of the saddle upon the machine.

The most important thing to 
bear in mind, to obtain optimum 
comfort and immunity from injurious 
pressure, is that the weight must be 
carried by the broad part of the saddle. 

The peak should not carry weight; it 
is only intended to ensure a steady 
and secure seat, which a peakless 
saddle would not do. By paying close 
attention to the following hints, the 
correct position should be readily 
attained.

The saddle should be placed:

1.  Just sufficiently behind the 
crank-axle to allow the rider to 
sit upon the broad part of the 
saddle, while riding, without 
being pulled forward on to the 
peak by the onward thrust of 
the leg.

2.  Just low enough to enable 
the rider to reach the pedals 
comfortably all round, without 
even a suspicion of stretching 
after them.

3.  With the peak positioned just 
high enough to prevent the 
rider from slipping forward.



BROOKS SADDLE LINES
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BROOKS SADDLE KEY 
A short series of symbols to help understand our range at a glance

LIFESPAN
Some of our saddles are light, 
some are not so much, the higher 
the number, then the heavier 
the saddle.

Some of our saddles break in 
quickly, some take a little while 
longer. The higher the number the 
stiffer the saddle.

All our saddles last a long time, 
some last a really long time. The 
higher the number the longer 
the lifespan.

WEIGHT BREAK IN

SELECT
Extra Tough for High Mileage Cyclists

“Many kinds of leather would be utterly unsuitable for saddles, and of the correct kind, 
very great care has to be exercised to select skins suitable for Brooks Tops.” So we wrote 
in 1925 and keep doing at Brooks, although leather stiffness varies slightly from hide 
to hide. For high mileage cyclists who demand more from their saddles, we select the 
toughest hides, sourced from cattle raised at a natural pace on certified organic farms. 
All Select Saddles feature hand hammered copper rivets.

SPECIAL
Hand Hammered by Skilled Craftsmen

Historically, Brooks Saddles were made with small rivets. Racers in the continental 
tours would have their Brooks Saddles re-finished with larger copper rivets to increase 
longevity, as they are gentler on the leather upper. This practice was then adopted by 
Brooks decades ago. A single badly-aimed hammer blow can irreparably damage the 
leather, so the utmost care must be taken during manufacture. Each copper rivet on all 
Special Saddles is carefully hand hammered by skilled craftsmen.

UNIQUE
Handmade in the Time Honoured Fashion

The preservation of traditional construction techniques and craft skills is as much an 
imperative for our craftsmen today, as for their predecessors at Brooks. For more than 
a century our artisans have manufactured a variety of saddle designs which remain 
unchanged in their method of construction and most singular appearance. Each saddle in 
our Unique range is distinguished by an aspect of workmanship or detail of construction 
specific to that particular model, making it indeed unique. 

CLASSIC
Lifetime Comfort, Shapes to Your Body

The Classic range includes many of our best selling models for the modern cyclist, since 
all saddles have single rails and are thus compatible with micro-adjust seat posts. The B17 
is the most popular saddle in the Brooks Classic range. It is certainly the oldest Brooks 
model and longest living saddle in cycling history. This icon has been sold as far back as 
1896, and for over a century has never gone out of production. Many of these models are 
available also in the Aged and Imperial lines.

IMPERIAL
A registered cutting designed in the 1890’s, Truly Anatomical

J.B. Brooks & Co. first presented saddles featuring “registered cutting, a sure preventive 
to all perenial pressure” in the 1890s. This ingenious solution to a problem still familiar to 
today’s cyclist went out of production in the 1950s. We have however recently resurrected 
this design feature, reintroducing refined versions of the ‘registered cutting’ on some 
models. Our Imperial Saddles once again offer this prescription for perenial numbness, 
with dedicated solutions for men and women.

AGED
Comfort from Day 1

The saddles in our Aged range have a most pronounced suppleness to the leather top. They 
are best described as being “comfortable from day 1”, or indeed “immediately broken in”. 
The Aged range was created for the cyclist eager to ride a leather saddle but disinclined to 
invest the time involved ‘breaking-in’ a traditional model. The softness of the vegetable 
tanned leather across our Aged range is guaranteed by the special blend of oils and waxes 
massaged into the hide prior to manufacture.

Our saddle range is organised into six lines. As several models are available in 
different versions, these lines help to explain the differences amongst them.
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ROAD  
& MTB S ome of our leather saddles date back to a time 

when there was no distinction between road 
and mountain bikes, as most competitions 

were on unpaved roads. In the 1938 catalogue, our 
predecessors noted that there was surely no greater 
proof of the wonderful riding qualities of Brooks 
Saddles than their popularity in the Tour de France. 
When it came to the most important bike part – the 
saddle – professional riders were unanimous. It was 
always a Brooks. No wonder then that some of these 
models remain just as popular today.

Brooks range of racing saddles includes a variety 
of models for gents and ladies: the B15 Swallow, 
our most elastic saddle; the Swift, a slightly stiffer 
saddle, featuring partially cut-away flaps; the Team 
Professional, the B17 Narrow and the Colt, our 
stiffest saddles. The Team Pro S for ladies and its 
titanium version, the Finesse, complete the range.

p. 15 | ROAD & MTB 

BELOW 
L’Eroica, a festival of traditional riding. 



THE SWALLOW

T he Swallow is the most elastic of 
our range of saddles primarily 
intended for racing use. It is 

based upon a Brooks Patent dating 
from 1937, when it was introduced 
in our annual catalogue as a saddle 
to assist riders who are anxious to 
convert every ounce of energy into 
driving power who will profit by the 
entire absence of impediment to 
thigh thrust. The principle feature 
of the Swallow is the slim cut-away 
shape of the leather upper, which has 
a noticeably narrow nose section.

Whilst there have been myriad 
advancements in racing bicycle 
technology since the introduction of 
the Swallow, the requirements of the 
bicycle racer as regards their saddle 
are the same now as then. Weight 
saving, strength and comfort over long 
distance were and remain the aim of 
our product developers, who reference 
our long history of racing saddles to 
create contemporary equivalents. As 
with all of our racing saddles, weight 
reduction is not obtained at the 
expense of resilience and strength. 
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Instead, our classic designs are 
improved by the use of more modern 
materials. For example, the use of 
Titanium for the rails of our lightest 
Swallow model reduces its weight from 
the 1 lb. 9 ozs proclaimed in our 1937 
catalogue to a svelte 370g.

ABOVE   
Page from the 1937 Brooks Book for Cyclists 
featuring the Swallow. 



THE SWALLOW THE SWIFT

The handsome Swift is the youngest gentleman’s racing saddle in the Brooks 
range. It features delicately hand chamfered lower sides, where a thin stripe of 
the leather top is cut back, thus exposing the lighter coloured suede beneath 
which makes for an attractive visual accent and greater pedalling comfort.

B15 SWALLOW CHROME 
The classic Swallow with the original steel frame.
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 285 x W 153 x H 62 mm • 490 g

B15 SWALLOW TITANIUM
The classic Swallow with our premium titanium frame. Our lightest saddle.
Frame in Titanium • L 285 x W 153 x H 62 mm • 370 g

B15 SWALLOW SELECT
The classic racing shape with our extra tough leather and copper rivets. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 285 x W 153 x H 62 mm • 520 g

SWIFT CHROME
The Swift model featuring a chrome frame. 
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 272 x W 150 x H 72 mm • 510 g
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2 22

1 11

2 11

SWIFT TITANIUM
The classic Swift shape with a titanium frame.
Frame in Titanium • L 272 x W 150 x H 72 mm • 390 g

1 11

2 11
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B17 NARROW
The classic B17 shape in a racing width as designed in 1910. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 279 x W 151 x H 70  mm • 530 g

B17 NARROW IMPERIAL
Features a registered cutting that is a sure preventive to all perineal pressure. 
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 279 x W 151 x H 70 mm • 530 g

THE B17 NARROW

2 33

2 22

This is a sportier version of our globally renowned and truly timeless B17, a 
design so good that it has been in constant production since having featured in 
our 1910 catalogue. The B17 Narrow is perfectly suited to both thoroughbred 
racing bicycles or sports touring bikes, and has long been the first choice of 
sporting cyclists who prefer the freedom of thigh movement that its narrow profile 
provides without any compromise in the comfort every Brooks Saddle delivers.



THE TEAM PROFESSIONAL
The Team Professional is a classic Brooks Saddle created with the needs of the 
sporting cyclist in mind. This model has been in production for half a century, 
originating from the old B17 Competition. It is by far the stiffest saddle in 
the collection.
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TEAM PRO TITANIUM
A premium racing saddle with a lightweight titanium frame. 
Frame in Titanium • L 273 x W 160 x H 67 mm • 430 g

1 33

TEAM PRO CHROME
A premium racing saddle with a traditional steel frame. 
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 273 x W 160 x H 67 mm • 540 g 

2 33

TEAM PRO COPPER 
A premium racing saddle with a distintictive copper plated frame.
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 273 x W 160 x H 67 mm • 540 g

2 33

TEAM PRO CLASSIC
The classic Team Pro shape, with traditional steel rivets. 
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 273 x W 160 x H 67 mm  530 g

2 33

FINESSE TITANIUM
The ladies Pro with our lightweight titanium frame. 
Frame in Titanium • L 242 x W 176 x H 63 mm • 370 g

1 33

TEAM PRO S COPPER
A premium racing saddle with a distintictive copper plated frame. 
Frame in Copper Plated Steel • L 242 x W 176 x H 63mm • 480 g

TEAM PRO S CHROME
A premium racing saddle with a traditional steel frame. 
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 242 x W 176 x H 63 mm • 480 g

2 33

2 33



THE COLT

First produced in 1979, the Colt became famous among Brooks fans for 
its strength and durability. The Colt was discontinued amidst mysterious 
circumstances occurring with the sale of Brooks in 2002, but still remains 
a common sight on roads and avenues around the globe, a testament to its 
aforementioned qualities. Oddly many Colt’s found their home atop BMX 
bicycles during this time, an unusual deployment for a Brooks saddle, but 
certainly not inappropriate. Today the Colt is newly available in vibrant colours.
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COLT
First produced in 1979, the Colt became famous for strength and durability. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 273 x W 156 x H 70 mm • 530 g.

2 32



traveller Frank van Rijn: “My 4,000 km trip across 
Spain on the Brooks was a revelation. The saddle 
soreness was over, and it didn’t return, even during 
the next 465,000 km – the Andes, Sierra Madre, 
Rockies, Sahara, Sahel, Great Victoria Desert, 
Himalayas and Holland’s long, windy dykes slid by 
without any comfort problems. This great saddle 
survived for tens of thousands of kilometres over 
rough, stony roads.”

M ultiple seat positions will be adopted during 
trekking and touring cycling. Although 
the rider may stand up from the seat when 

increased speed or greater control is desired, a 
seated position is used the majority of the time, 
necessitating a saddle which is wider than those in 
our sports range.

The B17 was first introduced in the 1890s, and 
its sprung version, the Flyer, arrived a little later. 
The Flyer is the choice of legendary Dutch bicycle 

TOURING &
TREKKING

ABOVE 
 Land’s End to John O’Groats. 
Picnicking in the Yorkshire 
Dales.



T he B17 saddle, intended for the touring and 
trekking cyclist, has been our best selling model 
for over a century. First introduced in the 

1890s, the B17 has survived virtually unchanged, 
and has firmly established itself as the saddle of 
choice for long distance cyclists. Banish discomfort 
and numbness atop the perennial and iconic B17, 
a slightly wider saddle than those in our sporting 
range, available today in an broad array of variations 
ranging from pre-aged leather to fashionably bright 
colours. Alternatively, we offer the sister model, the 
Flyer, a timeless design derived in turn from the 
discontinued B66 Champion, which we initially 
offered back in 1927. The contemporary Flyer is 
distinguished by its additional rear coil springs, 
which further absorb the vibrations of the road. 
Providing exemplary comfort combined with a 
classic aesthetic, the Flyer too is available in a range 
of variations for ladies and gentlemen.

THE B17, 
AN ICON.

LEFT  
The B17 and its double rail 
version and precursor, the B11, 
as featured in the 1898 Brooks 
Catalogue.
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THE B17

The B17 is our flagship model, ideal for long distance sports touring and 
trekking use. It has been on the market for over 100 years, being featured in as 
early as the 1898 catalogue.

B17 SPECIAL
Special Copper-plated frame for extra distinction. 
Frame in Copper Plated Steel • L 275 x W 175 x H 65 mm • 540 g
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B17 STANDARD
A Standard, in every sense of the word. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 275 x W 175 x H 65 mm • 520 g

2 22

B17 SELECT
The classic B17 shape in Organic Select leather and copper rivets. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 275 x W 175 x H 65 mm • 540 g

2 33

B17 TITANIUM
A premium frame for reduced weight and increased comfort. 
Frame in Titanium • L 275 x W 175 x H 65 mm • 410 g

1 32

2 32

B17 IMPERIAL
Features a registered cutting that is a sure preventive to all perineal pressure. 
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 275 x W 175 x H 65 mm • 520 g

2 21

B17 AGED
A more elastic leather for break-in-free ride comfort from day one. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 275 x W 175 x H 65 mm • 530 g

2 11
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B17 S IMPERIAL
Features a registered cutting that is a sure preventive to all perineal pressure. 
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 242 x W 176 x H 58 mm • 460 g

B17 S AGED
A more elastic leather for break-in-free ride comfort from day one. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 242 x W 176 x H 58 mm • 470 g

B17 S STANDARD
The Standard for ladies long distance riding. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L242 x W 176 x H 58 mm • 460 g

2 22

B17 S SELECT
The classic B17 S shape in Organic Select leather and copper rivets. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 242 x W 176 x H 58 mm • 475 g

2 33

2 21

2 11



THE FLYER

The Flyer and its ladies’ model, the Flyer S are classically sprung saddles for long 
distance trekking and touring. It is a direct descendant of the B66 Champion, 
first featured in the 1927 catalogue, but the leather top is actually a B17 shape. 

FLYER SELECT
Organic Select leather and copper rivets. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 275 x W 175 x H 87 mm • 890 g
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2 33

FLYER SPECIAL
The Flyer Special, with hand hammered rivets. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 275 x W 175 x H 87 mm • 890 g

2 32

FLYER S SELECT
The ladies version of the Flyer Select Model. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 242 x W 176 x H 86 mm • 810 g

2 33

FLYER S SPECIAL
The Flyer S Special, with hand hammered rivets. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel  • 242 x W 176 x H 86 mm • 810 g

2 32
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FLYER S AGED
The ladies version of the Flyer Aged model. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 242 x W 176 x H 86 mm • 800 g

2 11

FLYER
The Classic Flyer with traditional steel rivets. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 275 x W 175 x H 87 mm • 860 g

2 22

FLYER S
The Ladies version of the Classic Flyer with traditional steel rivets. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 242 x W 176 x H 86 mm • 800 g

2 22

FLYER AGED
The oil treated leather and sprung frame offer an excellent option for a soft ride. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 275 x W 175 x H 87 mm • 860 g

2 11



has a very complex metal frame. Brooks still 
manufactures all these metal parts in the factory in 
Smethwick using machines dating back to the 1940s 
and 1950s. We recently revived the B18 Lady, but 
without a doubt, our most evergreen model is the 
B66, a saddle that has been in production for more 
than 80 years.

T hese saddles are meant for an altogether more 
leisurely type of cycling, where the rider adopts 
an upright position whilst appreciating the 

surroundings. With the great majority of the weight 
being supported by the rear quarter, such a stance 
applies most of the pressure on the rear part of the 
saddle, which needs to be wider.

Our range of saddles for city and heavy-duty 
bicycles includes models such as the B33, which 

CITY &  
HEAVY 
DUTY

ABOVE   
Final stages of the frame assembly  
in our Smethick Works.



B67 SELECT
A modern, single rail version of the B66 with our hardwearing Select leather top. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 260 x W 205 x H 73 mm • 870 g
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B66 S
Classically sprung with double rails for use with traditional seat pillars.  
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel •  L 240 x W 205 x H 102 mm • 1020 g

2 22

B66
Classically sprung with double rails for use with traditional seat pillars.  
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 260 x W 205 x H 101 mm • 1050 g

2 22

B67 S
A modern, single rail version of the B66 S for use with microadjust seatposts. 
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel •  L 240 x W 205 x H 85 • 810 g

2 22

2 33

B67 
A modern, single rail version of the B66 for use with microadjust seatposts. 
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel •  L 260 x W 205 x H 73 mm • 850 g

2 22

THE B66 & B67

The B66 and B67 are among Brooks’s most loved products, having been on the 
market since 1927 they are ideal all-rounders for daily city or touring use in an  
upright posture. In general, the more upright your riding posture, the wider, and 
more heavily sprung, the saddle you should choose.



B67 S AGED
The oil treated leather and sprung frame offer an excellent option for a soft ride. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 240 x W 205 x H 85 mm • 820 g
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2 11

B67 AGED
A modern, single rail version of the B66 with our oil treated Aged leather top. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel  • L260 x W 205 x H 73 mm • 840 g

2 11

B73
A third spring for a more upright riding position.  
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 260 x W 205 x H 114 mm • 1120 g

B135
Double coil comfort for the upright riding position.  
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 289 x W 205 x H 117 mm • 1630 g

2 21

3 21

B67 S SELECT
A modern, single rail version of the B66 S with our hardwearing Select leather top. 
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 240 x W 205 x H 85 mm • 830 g

2 33



O ur B33 design, replete with multiple support 
rails, stranded coil springs and an additional 
loop spring to the fore, was designed in 1938 

yet remains popular to the present day, especially 
amongst riders who are themselves of robust 
proportions. Our B18 Lady, embellished with an 
intricate floral pattern embossed into the leather 
upper, dates back to 1905. It still features loop 
springs integrated into the saddle rails themselves, 
one of our very first saddle suspension innovations, 
patented first over a century ago.

THE B33, 
& THE B18.
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LEFT  
The B18 as featured in the  
1905 Brooks Catalogue.
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B33
A front coiled spring for a more upright riding position.  
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 318 x W 235 x H 110 mm • 1600 g

B190
Double-coil comfort for the upright riding position.  
Frame in Chromium Plated Steel • L 324 x W 249 x H 135 mm • 1850 g

B18 LADY
Featuring loop springs, one of our earliest patented spring designs.  
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 250 x W 210 x H 78 mm • 690 g

B72
Double coil comfort.  
Frame in Black Enamelled Steel • L 252 x W 209 x H 73mm • 700 g

3 21

3 21

1 22

1 22
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APPLY PROOFIDE
Be sparing, it won’t take much.  
The process can be repeated as required.

WAIT
Allow a enough time for the proofide to 
permeate into the leather top.

RUB IT OFF
Remove any residue from the dry leather 
to stop it getting on your clothes when riding.

DO THE UNDERSIDE
It’s just as important, the underside will see 
plenty of roadspray and needs protection.

L eather is a natural material, which 
will provide long lasting comfort, 
coolness in hot weather, style 

and durability. If you read and follow 
these simple indications, your saddle 
will adapt itself to you and retain its 
support and comfort.

 A new saddle should be treated 
with Brooks Proofide Leather Dressing 
to help assist the ‘breaking-in’ process. 
Proofide helps to keep the leather 
supple as it is carefully formulated 
from special ingredients to condition, 
preserve and shower proof your 
saddle. Proofide needs to be applied 
to the underside of the saddle and in 
this case it should be left on. Apply 
very little Proofide on the top to the 
finished side of the leather. Allow the 
Proofide to permeate until dry and 
then polish off with a cloth to avoid 
getting it on your clothes. Proofide 

must not be applied to the upper side 
of Aged saddles. This leather dressing 
should be used several times during 
the ‘breaking-in period’ and every few 
months thereafter. Brooks Proofide 
is the only substance that should be 
used to care for your saddle.

Leather is a natural material 
and its stiffness can vary within 
different parts of the same leather 
bend and between different bends. 
Small marks, minor scrathces and 
differences in colour are not to be 
considered leather defects. The 
Leather gets its colour through the 
tanning process and it is possible 
there, that some of the residues will 
remain. Avoid riding your saddle with 
white or light coloured clothing. It is 
recommended to polish the saddle 
with a cotton cloth before first use. 
You should protect your saddle from 

MAINTENANCE & CARE
moisture with a saddle cover. If a wet 
saddle is ridden, the colour may stain 
your clothing. Allow your wet saddle 
to dry naturally.

Never tension a wet saddle, nor 
apply Proofide to it. Correct leather 
tension will ensure your saddle retains 
its shape and comfort. To tension the 
leather top, turn the nose-bolt nut 90˚ 
at a time, check tension. You can use 
the tension spanner or an Allen key 
to do this, depending on the saddle 
model. Over-tensioning a saddle 
will stretch the leather fibres and 
may damage their structure. Little 
tension and not very often is the key. 
Remember, once the end of the nose 
bolt is reached, the saddle can no 
longer be tensioned. 

Please note that Brooks Aged 
and Brooks Imperial Saddles should 
break in faster and could need to be 

tensioned more often if you compare 
them with the other Brooks Heritage 
Saddles. Brooks Aged and Brooks 
Imperial Saddles are delivered with 
a lace to allow the tensioning of the 
flaps. The lace should always be tied 
to prevent premature sagging of the 
leather. 

Brooks produces a range of 
saddles varying from road racing 
saddles to heavy duty saddles in 
various colours with single, double 
and even triple wires. Whilst single 
rail saddles can be used with a micro-
adjust seat post, remember that with 
double and triple rail saddles the 
clip provided should always be used, 
as this supports the saddle and the 
rider, correctly preventing premature 
breakage to the rails.



THE BROOKS  
RANGE OF BAGS



H ighly original bicycle luggage has 
been a staple feature in Brooks 
Catalogues since the 1880s. The 

earliest product ranges featured a 
number of saddle bags, handlebar bags 
and carriers, camera cases, panniers 
and holdalls. In 1909 JB Brooks even 
filed a patent for a golf bag designed to 
be attached to the handlebar and front 
fork. The most innovative designs 
date from 1910, when JB Brooks 
and his son Wilfred Mason filed two 
patents related to improvements in 
cycling bags and satchels, ensuring 
a more equal load distribution 
and greater stability whilst riding. 
This rich heritage inspired the 

recent reintroduction of Brooks Bags. 
Our new range is comprised of 
reproductions of historical saddle 
bag designs, such as the Challenge 
patented in 1896, as well as our new 
line of Cycle Bags.

Each item in our extensive 
luggage range is lovingly crafted 
from the highest quality materials. 
Leather bags, made from exactly the 
same vegetable tanned hides with 
which our saddles are handcrafted in 
Birmingham, are now produced by 
skilled craftspeople to the north in 
Manchester, whilst our canvas luggage 
is stitched together by skilled Italian 
artisans in Tuscany.

“A staple feature in Brooks Catalogues  
since the 1880’s. 

”



T oday, Brooks bags feature a wealth 
of new innovations realized by our 
contemporary designers. From 

the “Sam Brown” belt featured on 
most of our shoulder bags, which gives 
a seemingly standard shoulder strap 
the possibility to be fixed at the waist, 
to the robust buckles used on our 
Islington Rucksack and Hampstead 
Holdall, the expert creation of 
original functional solutions is a 
hallmark of Brooks design.  But our 
unique use of rare traditional textiles 

and luxurious leather surely set apart 
our creations from others offered to 
the contemporary cyclist. From robust 
treated canvas, to the same world-
class leather used to make our famous 
saddles, Brooks cycle bags are in a 
league of their own.

These highest quality materials 
and sound hardware are brought 
together by the hands of our skilled 
artisans, many of  whom have been 
making bags for a lifetime.

BELOW 
Hand finishing on  
the Challenge Saddle Bag.

RIGHT  
Traditional equipment still in use 
at our Manchester manufactiror.

FUNCTION & STYLE
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BARBICAN  
LEATHER SHOULDER BAG
The Barbican Leather is manufactured in England from the same hardwearing 
leather used for Brooks Saddles. This bag features the same innovative shoulder 
strap of the Barbican. Once adjusted to the height and waist of the cyclist, the belt 
can be kept loose to carry the bag over the shoulder. For increased stability during 
the ride, the belt can be easily fastened around the waist by simply pulling the two 
ends of the belt and locking them at the centre in the ‘Sam Brown’ fashion.

W 39 x H 28 x D 12 cm • V13l • 1500 g
Black, Brown or Natural Vegetable-Tanned Leather



ETON LEATHER SATCHEL
The Eton is a redesign from a Brooks patent drawing dated 1910. Made entirely 
from the same hardwearing leather used for Brooks Saddles, the Eton features 
shoulder straps to wear as a rucksack and a handle for use as a briefcase.

W 41 x H 33 x D 13 cm • V17,5l • 1310 g
Black or Natural Vegetable Tanned-Leather
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PICCADILLY LEATHER KNAPSACK
The Piccadilly is a versatile knapsack that epitomizes simple timeless elegance 
and the freedom associated with arriving on two wheels under your own power. 
It may also be carried as a handbag, easily adapting to your modern way of living.

W 28 x H 40 x D 11 cm • V18l • 900 g
Black, Mandarin, Mustard or Olive Vegetable-Tanned Leather
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BARBICAN SHOULDER BAG
In 1910 John Boultbee Brooks filed two patents related to improvements in 
satchels, knapsacks and the like. Both patents guaranteed equal distribution 
of weight and more stability of the bag whilst cycling. With this in mind we 
developed our Barbican Shoulder Bag featuring a shoulder belt which can be 
secured around the waist for added stability.

W 39 x H28 x D 12 cm • V13l • 1450 g   
Asphalt, Natural or Moss Cotton with Vegetable-Tanned Leather Details



BRIXTON SATCHEL
The Brixton is a most versatile satchel, which can be easily expanded to become 
a tote. For use as a shoulder bag, it features a strap similar to that of the Barbican 
Shoulder Bag, the ends of which can be pulled together around the waist to 
increase stability whilst riding. The dimensions of the bag are compatible with our 
Hoxton Basket, in which it can be comfortably accommodated when shopping.

W 36 x H 32-45 x D 12cm • V14-19l • 1100 g
Asphalt, Natural or Moss Cotton with Vegetable-Tanned Leather Details
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PICKWICK BACKPACK
The Pickwick is a versatile canvas roll-top backpack whose design complements 
the ease that epitomizes an urban journey by bicycle. Made from water-resistant 
treated European canvas and genuine Brooks leather trim, the Pickwick is 
designed by Brooks and made in the hills of Tuscany by Italian artisans.

W 31,5 x H 49-58 x D 16cm • V24l • 900 g 
Available in five colours with Vegetable-Tanned Leather Details

ISLINGTON RUCKSACK
The Islington Rucksack features innovative shoulder straps, which can be easily 
adjusted to stabilize the bag whilst riding. This can be achieved by either crossing 
both straps diagonally over the chest, or alternatively securing one of the straps 
laterally around the waist.

W 38 x H 44-62 x D 14cm • V23-33l • 1700 g
Asphalt or Moss Cotton with Vegetable-Tanned Leather Details
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HAMPSTEAD HOLDALL
The Hampstead is a versatile holdall that can be worn over the shoulder or 
attached to the rear rack of a bicycle. The removable straps can be easily adjusted 
in length thanks to the four newly-designed buckles.

W 52 x H 30-53 x D 24 cm • V37-60l • 1600 g 
Asphalt or Sand Cotton with Vegetable-Tanned Leather Details
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BRICK LANE  
ROLL-UP PANNIERS
Inspired by the Brooks roll-up bags of the late 1800’s, this pair of panniers are 
designed to stay on the bicycle and to carry your things whenever you need an 
extra bag during transit.

W 34 x H 36 x D 10 cm (unrolled) • V12l (per side) • 950 g
Asphalt or Moss Cotton with Vegetable-Tanned Leather Details
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HOXTON BASKET
CAMDEN TOTE
This high-quality metal basket features a wooden base and a leather grip. It is 
attached and removed using the KLICKfix® handlebar adaptor.

Our Camden Tote has been designed to complement the Hoxton Basket 
into which it fits neatly. It is water resistant and has leather handles.

HOXTON BASKET
W 38 x H 26 x D 26 cm • V25l • 1150 g

CAMDEN TOTE
W 30 x H 36 x D 18 cm • V19l • 400 g
Asphalt or Moss Cotton with  
Vegetable-Tanned Leather Details



LAND’S END & JOHN O’GROATS
TRAVEL PANNIERS
Our travel bags are named after the famous “Land’s End to John O’ Groats” 
cycle route which traverses the length of the island of Great Britain between its 
two furthermost extremities. Hundreds of cyclists attempt this 874-mile route 
yearly, facing the challenges of Britain’s inclement weather. 

Our new waterproof travel panniers are made of a modern weldable 
synthetic fabric to keep the panniers light and durable at the same time, meeting 
the needs of long distance cyclists, without sacrificing style. The bags feature a 
modern clasp system enabling attachment to most common bicyle racks. 

JOHN O’GROATS FRONT PANNIERS
W 28 x H30-37 x D 14 cm • V12-15L (single) V24-30L (couple)

LAND’S END REAR PANNIERS
W 32 x H 35-42 x D 17 cm • V19-23l  (single)  V38-46l  (couple) 
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VICTORIA SADDLE HANDBAG OR 
SHOULDER POUCH
Originally conceived as a stylish saddle cover with incorporated saddle bag,  
the Victoria developed into a whimsical handbag or shoulder pouch with the 
iconic saddle shape.

L23 x W 17 x D15cm V1l 
Black, Brown, Mandarin, Mustard & Olive Leather
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CHALLENGE & D-SHAPED 
SADDLE BAGS
The Challenge and D-Shaped Saddle Bags were designed in 1896 and 1910 
respectively. The current models are faithful reproductions made from the same 
vegetable-tanned leather used in the manufacture of Brooks Saddles. Both of 
these bags can be fitted to the saddle or the handlebars.

CHALLENGE 
SADDLE BAG
W 18 x H 80 x D 50 cm  125g 
Black, Brown, Honey, Aged  
& British Green Vegetable-Tanned Leather

D-SHAPED 
SADDLE BAG
W 38 x H 26 x D 26 cm  V1l  1150 g 
Black, Brown, Honey, Aged &  
British Green Vegetable-Tanned Leather



ETC.
MORE BROOKS

PRODUCTS



B rooks Accoutrements for today’s cyclist “are 
made only from high quality materials which 
have been exhaustively tested. Each has been 

carefully designed after a study of the practical 
needs of the individual cyclist.” This affirmation 
of the company philosophy was thus defined in 
a Brooks Catalogue dating from 1952, but these 
guiding principles remain just as true this century. 
The products in this category encompass a number 
of useful and highly practical accessories notable for 
their simplicity, elegance, and longevity.

CYCLING 
ACCOUTREMENTS

LEFT 
Brooks Catalogue, 1903

ETC | p. 82



p. 85 | ETCETC | p. 84

PLUMP LEATHER GRIPS
In the Brooks tradition, our grips are made of natural leather, the same long 
wearing leather used for our saddle tops. Each grip is made with a stack of 
leather washers cut from the scrap of our saddle tops. These washers are held 
together by 3 spokes, enabling the grip to be adjusted to the desired length. The 
standard length of each grip is 130 mm, but each grip can be shortened to the 
desired length independently. 

Grip colours

SLENDER LEATHER GRIPS
Brooks Slender Leather Grips feature vegetable tanned leather tape, and 
are designed to offer an alternative performance option for the user while 
maintaining the standard for sustainability set by the Plump Grips, which allow 
the user to replace worn parts if necessary.

The design incorporates an aluminium shell around which the bar tape is 
wrapped in the manner of traditional handlebar tape. The leather is then held 
in place by aluminium and steel clamps which can be removed in the event that 
the tape requires replacement.

The tape is made from the same vegetable tanned leather used for Brooks 
Saddles and natural cork and is available in a number of colours and two 
lengths, 100 and 130mm.

100 mm 130 mmm
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LEATHER BAR TAPE

In the Brooks tradition, our handlebar tape is also made of natural leather 
to perfectly complement your saddle. The bar tape includes natural cork and 
wood bar-end plugs and adhesive cloth strips for fastening.

TROUSER STRAP

Our Trouser Strap helps the urban cyclist to fasten his or her trousers, thus 
preventing them from being caught in the chain ring. New coloured trouser 
straps now available.

TWIN STRAPS

Brooks Twin Straps feature a 
removable connecting strip of 
leather, which allows them to be used 
as a double strap or as 2 single straps. 
They also feature the unique quick 
release buckle designed in the 1930’s.

WHEEL KIT

This set of tools includes all you need to take care of your bicycle’s wheels:
- 3 Tyre Levers made of chromium-coated high quality carbon steel with spoke 
locating groove
- 1 Spoke Wrench made of titanium-coated stainless steel (dual size: 3.3 and 
3.4 mm).

MUD FLAP

Inspired by the design of the 1937 
mudguard flap, our new Mud Flap is 
made of the same leather cut from the 
remainder of our saddle production. 
It is provided with 2 screw bolts to fix 
it to the fender.



JOHN BOULTBEE
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF OUR FOUNDER

LEFT 
Oilskin clothing , as featured in 
the 1933 Brooks Catalogue.

O ur John Boultbee clothing label references the all-weather cycling garments 
pioneered by JB Brooks & Co. in the 1930s, incorporating all the benefits 
of modern textiles and construction methods. Whilst the general trend in 

cycling outerwear has seen a move away from traditional designs and fabrics, 
John Boultbee cycling outerwear is very much inspired by the rain capes and 
sou’westers of yesteryear, and brought right up-to-date by the inclusion of details 
such as reflective accents and taped seams.



JOHN BOULTBEE  
CAMBRIDGE RAIN CAPE
The Cambridge Cape is the lighter of our two offerings for use when the weather 
turns foul. Constructed of showerproof nylon, the Cambridge is designed to be 
easily carried inside your Brooks Cycle Bag or folded into its own reflective 
pouch and attached to the rear loops of your Brooks Saddle. Available in 3 
colours and 2 sizes, each trimmed with matching leather details.
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JOHN BOULTBEE  
OXFORD RAIN CAPE
The Oxford Cape was re-created in London by a team of fashion designers who 
are also avid cyclists. The group mastered the art of cutting and stitching in 
Savile Row, the renowned London street of bespoke tailors. The garment is 
manufactured in England using the finest waterproof cotton, JB Raver Tweed 
and the same vegetable tanned leather used for the legendary Brooks Saddles. 
Reflective JB Raver Tweed is a Dashing Tweed fabric manufactured exclusively 
for John Boultbee using the finest worsted wool yarns subtly combined with 
modern technical reflective threads, woven together in a traditional mill 
in Scotland.

Small, Medium, Large, XL2 Sizes





O ur impressive Archive of old Brooks Catalogues 
and Patent Books is much more than merely a 
useful resource when searching for new ideas 

or designs we can revive, and which products we 
can return to production. It is also a true guide 
in our daily working practices, derived from the 
fundamental milestones of our company culture. 
It remains an endless source of astonishment to us 
when we contemplate how customer service and 
satisfaction factored into the company’s philosophy 
since the very beginning.

THE BROOKS ARCHIVES
OPPOSITE PAGE  
Page from the 1898  
Brooks Catalogue

BELOW  
Cover of the 1898  
Brooks Catalogue
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N owadays most companies define customers 
as consumers. Many take for granted that 
consumers now accept as fact that products 

break and that it is cheaper to buy a new item than 
it is to repair an old one. Whilst this might be true 
from a purely financial point of view, we do not 
subscribe to modern ‘throw-away culture’. Variables 
such as the long-term relationship a customer 
develops with a beloved product are sadly ignored by 
all too many companies. We at Brooks England are 
also most keenly aware of the value of our natural 
environment and therefore we do our best to build 
products that last and can be readily repaired.

We are proud that Brooks Customers express 
their likemindedness by purchasing Brooks Products. 

We offer spare parts for most of our products on 
our website, although for safety reasons we strongly 
advise you to ask your local Brooks Dealer to take 
care of your repair. Alternatively, you can send a 
repair query directly to Brooks, so that we can best 
advise you on how to fix your product.

SPARE PARTS & REPAIRS
OPPOSITE PAGE  
Text from the 1907 Brooks Book 
for Cyclists

BELOW  
Spare Parts on the Brooks Website
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OPPOSITE PAGE Comments  
from Customers in the 1938 
Brooks Catalogue

BELOW Comments from 
Customers on the Brooks Website
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I t has been company policy to publish unsolicited 
comments from Brooks Friends since as far back as 
1938. We keep receiving a great many handwritten 

letters and are always delighted whenever we receive 
one. Needless to say we now more commonly receive 
messages in digital form. We value the opinions 
and comments of our customers highly, and think 
that it is worthwhile sharing them with the wider 
community of Brooks Friends and new fans.

On our website we have implemented a system 
to post comments and criticism, which helps us to 
keep up with our customers’ exacting demands.

AN OLD NEW PRACTICE



BROOKS ENGLAND LTD
Downing Street

Smethwick B66 2PA
West Midlands
England UK

T  +44 121 565 2992
F  +44 121 565 1630

info@brooksengland.com
www.brooksengland.com
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